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New  Freshmen 
Indian  Students 
Make  College  Debut 


By  Rachel  Duwyenie 

An  eight-week  program  at 
BYU  gives  Indian  students  a1 
first-hand  glimpse  of  college  life. 

College  freshmen  and  high 
school  students  from  across  the 
United  States  and  Canada  are 
participating  in  a  summer  term 
orientation  program  sponsored 
by  BYU’s  Indian  Education 
Department. 

The  orientation  program  is 
an  adjustment  program  to  help 
Indian  high  school  students  make 
the  initial  contact  with  the 
university  so  students  will  be 
aware  of  the  services  that 
campus  has,  said  Dr.  Con 
Osborne,  the  department 
chairman. 

Studies  indicate  that  having  a 
summer  orientation  for  the  In¬ 
dian  students  increases  the 
chances  of  the  students’ 
graduating  from  the  university, 
he  said. 

“If  there  were  no  programs 
available  for  these  students,  the 
students  would  have  to  go 
through  school  like  I  and  others 
went  through.  When  I  first  got 
here,  I  had  to  figure  things  out  for 
myself,”  said  Romana  Nez, 
director  of  the  program. 

“The  students  have  someone 
here  to  help  get  them  motivated 
and  to  let  them  know  that  they 
can  succeed.  I  think  the  depart¬ 
ment  decided  to  have  the 
orientation  program  because  the 
percentage  of  graduation  of 
Indian  students  would  increase. 

“That  might  sound  like  we 
are  working  on  numbers,  but 
that’s  not  what  I  am  saying.  All 
I’m  saying  is  that  the  department 
would  like  to  see  more  Indian 
students  succeed,  and  if  the 
orientation  program  is  a  key  to 
their  moving  ahead,  then  keep 
the  pace,”  she  said. 

“This  year  78  students  are 
involved  with  the  program,”  said 
Nez  “Most  of  the  students  are 
female,  she  said.  Only  about  20 
males  are  attending.” 

Sixteen  of  the  students  will  be 
high  school  seniors  this  year,  and 


the  remainder  will  be  freshmen 
she  said. 

“The  $78,000  program  is 
funded  by  a  variety  of  sources, 
said  Osborne,  “It  comes  from 
BYU  monies,  tuition  grants, 
outsides  donors,  foundations, 
corporations  and  individual 
donors,”  he  said. 

The  department  pays  the  cost 
of  the  students’  room  and  board, 
tuition  and  book  money  to  total 
nearly  a  $1,000  per  student. 

The  program  has  been  in 
operation  for  about  11  years,  but 
the  program  did  not  function 
every  year  because  there  was  no 
continuous  funding,  said  the 
coordinator  of  the  program,  Dean 
Rigby,  assistant  professor  of 
American  Indian  Education. 

The  director  of  the  program 
and  four  hired  counselors  live 
with  students  at  Deseret  Towers 
to  provide  more  personalized 
attention  for  the  students,  said 
Nez, 

Students  who  participate  in 
the  program  are  recruited  by  the 
university,  said  Nez.  The 
university  works  through  the 
various  high  school  counselors, 
who  inform  the  students  about 
the  program,  she  said.  No  other 
college  or  university  offers  an 
orientation  program  to  help  in¬ 
coming  Indian  freshman,  she 
said. 

“For  some  students  who 
have  just  come  off  the  reser¬ 
vation  and  who  are  non-LDS,  the 
program  is  a  new  ball  game,” 
Nez  said.  “It’s  a  new  experience. 
You  find  the  kids  get  homesick, 
but  when  they  get  involved  in  the 
activities,  they’re  fine.” 

She  said  that  for  students 
who  have  been  involved  with  the 
Indian  Placement  program 
sponsored  by  the  LDS  Church, 
the  adjustment  is  easier. 

Students  in  the  program  take 
classes  just  like  the  regular  BYU 
students,  she  said.  Academically, 
the  program  is  structured  to  help 
the  students.  For  instance,  the 
students  who  are  exceptional  are 
expected  to  take  classes  geared 


a  niguci  icvei,  2>ne  s>ciiu. 
Faculty  advisors  and  staff 
counselors  in  the  department 
help  to  determine  what  classes 
the  students  take  by  looking  at 
the  students’  high  school  tran¬ 
scripts,  Nez  said. 

She  said  most  of  the  students 
know  what  their  major  is;  if  they 
don’t  know  what  their  interest  is, 
they  are  enrolled  in  a  career 
education  class.  “We  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  them  to  have  a  major  right 
away  -  we  don’t  want  them  to 
wait  either.  We  do  want  them  to 
graduate,”  she  said. 

The  department  wants  them 
in  and  out  as  quickly  as  possible; 
it  doesn’t  do  them  any  good  to 
waste  precious  time,”  Nez  said. 

Tutors  are  available  each 
night  to  help  the  students  in  their 
studies,  she  said. 

“School  is  not  the  only  thing 
orientation  does  for  the 
students,”  said  Nez,  “We  teach 
them  how  to  take  leadership 
responsibility,” 

Nez  said  each  of  the  students 
belongs  to  a  group  headed  by  a 
president,  vice  president,  and 
secretary. 


ii  we  tind  a  problem  has 
occurred,  the  students  may  not 
want  to  tell  us  counselors  that 
they  are  really  in  trouble. 

What  we  will  do  is  to  have  one 
of  the  leaders  go  around  and  find 
out  who  is  in  trouble.  The  leaders 
report  to  the  counselors,  and  the 
counselors  report  to  me,”  she 
said. 

Nez  said  activities  are  also  a 
big  part  of  the  program. 

“We  believe  in  the  concept 
that  all  work  and  no  play  makes  a 
dull  Jack  or  Jane;  so,  we  try  to 
organize  creative  activities  for 
the  students.” 

Students  have  participated  in 
softball,  field  trips,  outdoor 
adventures,  talent  show,  dances 
and  firesides,  she  said. 

“You  can’t  live  in  one  small 
world;  you  have  to  be  able  to 
balance  and  blend  yourself  into 
different  things.  And  that’s  what 
we  want  these  kids  to  understand 
--  to  realize  their  potential,  not 
just  as  Indians  but  as  people  too,  ’ ’ 
she  said. 

Dane  Feather,  17,  from 
Cherokee,  N.C.,  said,  “I  think  the 
summer  orientation  program  is 


very  important  because  it  gives 
Indian  students  a  chance  to  be 
more  prepared  to  better  their 
future  education.” 

Wilma  Brown,  17,  an  Apache 
from  San  Carlos,  Ariz.,  who  plans 
to  major  in  engineering,  said  she 
enjoys  meeting  the  other  Indian 
students  --  especially  the  guys. 

George  Powless,  18,  a 
Winnebago-Oneida  from 
Wisconsin,  said  he  enjoys  the 
food  and  the  rooms. 

‘AVhen  the  students  get  here, 
we’re  waiting  for  them.  We 
welcome  them,  explain  the 
Church  standards  to  them,  and 
we  take  them  on  a  tour  around, 
campus.  These  students  don’t 
have  to  worry  about  coming  back 
and  the’re  not  going  to  drown  in 
the  crowd,”  Nez  said. 

“I  wish  I  had  had  an  orien¬ 
tation  program  when  I  first  came 
to  BYU.  When  I  got  here,  I  looked 
around  this  enormous  campus 
and  said,  where  do  I  go?  The  Only 
thing  that  I  could  think  about 
is  that  I  have  to  find  the  Indian 
Center,”  said  Nez. 


DORIAN  AHO 
Hidatsa 

Pocatello,  Idaho 
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CHRISTINE  BEDONIE 

Navajo 

Tuba  City,  Ariz. 


MARY  DENISE  BITSEEDY 
Apache/Mexican 
Anadardo,  Okla. 


GARNET  COMEGAN 

Ojibway 

Canada 


LENORA  C.  ENOAH 
Navajo 

Mexican  Hat,  N.M. 


LINDA  LEE  ALSPAUGH 

SAM  LYNN  BEDONIE 

WILMA  BROWN 

AMANDA  M.  COOLEY 

DANE  FEATHER 

Iroquois/Crow/Blackfoot 

Navajo 

Apache 

Navajo 

E.  Cherokee 

West  Covina,  Calif. 

Shonto,  Ariz. 

San  Carlos,  Ariz. 

Houck,  Ariz. 

Cherokee,  N.C. 

GLADYS  AMBROSE 
Navajo 

Chambers,  Ariz. 


CYNTHIA  ATINE 
Navajo 

Monument  Valley,  Utah 


PRISCILLA  MAE  BEGAY 
Navajo 

Holbrook,  Ariz. 


DELPHINA  BENALLY 

Navajo 

Montezuma  Creek,  Utah 


JULIA  M.  BURNS 

Navajo 

San  Pedro,  Calif. 


KATHERINE  A.  CANYON 
Navajo 

Cameron,  Ariz. 


BECKY  CROWFOOT 
Blackfoot 
Terrance,  B.C. 


MARVIN  CURLEY 

Navajo 

Chinle,  Ariz. 


HERMAN  FRAZIER 

Navajo 

Huntsville,  Utah 


LORNA  GOEDEL 
Yakima 

Maryville,  Wash. 


CORINNE  V.  AVAYO 
Tewa/Navajo 
San  Diego,  Calif. 


CHARLENE  BAKER 
Navajo 

Blanding,  Utah 


ANDREA  BENDLE 
Apache/ Shoshone/Paiute 
Owyhee,  Nev. 


JOHN  ANN  CHIEFCHILD 
Crow 

Crow  Agency,  Mont. 


DOROTHY  DENETSOSIE 
Navajo 

Tuba  City,  Ariz. 


ELSIE  BIGHORSE 
Navajo 

Cameron,  Ariz. 


ROSE  CLAW 
Navajo 

Montezuma  Creek,  Utah 


MATILDA  EVA  DENNY 
Navajo 

Monument  Valley,  Utah 


CAROLINE  MARIE  HARVEY 
Navajo 

Shiprock,  N.M. 


SYLVIA  B.  HAMM 
Navajo 

Montezuma  Creek,  Utah 
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JULENE  HOLIDAY 
Navajo 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


JUANITA  JOE 
Navajo 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


DEBORAH  LEWIS 

Navajo 
Cuba,  N.M. 


JANET  JANE  HUNT 

Navajo 

Shonto,  Ariz. 


HILBERT  HOOPER  IRVING 

Navajo 
Kayenta,  Ariz. 


LESTER  TRACY  JOHN 
Navajo 

Kirtland,  N.M. 


Francine  Johnson 
Te-moak/Shoshone/Navajo 
Ft.  Duchesne,  Utah 


EVA JANE  JENSEN 
Navajo 

Antimony,  Utah 


BRENDA  LEE  JONES 

Navajo 

Gallup,  N.M. 


LAURETTA  LOWE 
Navajo 

Blanding,  Utah 


GEORGIA  MANHEIMER 

Navajo 

Tonalea,  Ariz. 


SHIRLEY  MARTINEZ 
Navajo 

Tohatchi,  N.M. 


GEORGE  D.  POWLESS 
Winnebago/Oneida 
Dells,  Wise. 


LORI  LYNN  REED 
Ute 

Ft.  Duchesne,  Utah 


LYNDA  M.  ROCKWELL 

Navajo 

Montezuma  Creek,  Utah 


SUZANNE  M.  SEELEY 
Navajo 

Cameron,  Ariz. 


EVELYN  JIMMY 
Navajo 
Chinle,  Ariz. 


RONALD  JUNE 
Navajo 
Kaibeto,  Ariz. 


LE  ANN  MILLER 
Apache 

Tahlequah,  Okla. 


AFSON  GAR  (Cena)  SENEMAR 

Sioux/Shoshone 

Maryville,  Wash. 


CHARLENE  JOE 
Navajo 

Placentia,  Calif. 


LINDA  LAMEMAN 
Navajo 

Blanding,  Utah 


LARRY  PRICE 
Navajo 
Tohatchi,  N.M. 


SUSIE  SESCHILLIE 
Navajo 

Cameron,  Ariz. 


ELROY  SMALLCANYON 

Navajo 

Shonto,  Ariz. 


PEGGY STEVENSON 

Navajo 

Pay  son,  Utah 


SOPHINA  ANN  TOP  AHA 
Navajo 

Montezuma  Creek,  Utah 


STEPHANIE  MAE  TOP  AHA 

Navajo 

Montezuma  Creek,  Utah 


CAROL  WILLIE 

Navajo 

Farmington,  N:M. 


FLORA  WILLIE 
Navajo 

Farmington,  N.M. 


DIRECTOR 


RAMONA  NEZ 


COUNSELORS . . . . 


JANET  CANYON 


Students  Who  Are  Not  Pictured  Inside 


MARTHA  KEITH 

Navajo 

Tohatchi,  N.M. 

TERRI  MARSHALL 
Hoopa 

Los  Alamitos,  Calif. 

BRADLEY  T.  MICHAEL 
Beardy’  Band 
Rosthern,  SASK 

ROSITA  NELSON 
Navajo 
Shonto,  Ariz. 

ROBERT  OSLEY 
Saunooke 


ROBERT  OSLEY  SAUMOOKE 
E.  Cherokee 
Chevoha,  N.C. 

ELTA  ROSE  STEVENS 

Navajo 

Tonalia,  Ariz. 


ED  WHITE 


EVELYN  BEGODY 
Navajo 

Window  Rock,  Ariz. 


ANSLEM  B.  CHAVEZ 
Mexican 


VERLAND  EDWARDS 

Navajo 

Buckeye,  Ariz. 

FRANK  F.  FREGOSO 
Mexican/Indian 


JOHANNA  HENDERSON 

Navajo 

St.  Michael,  Ariz. 


BRYAN  K.  HUDDLESTON 
Rosebud  Sioux 
Washington 


LINDA  HUTCHINS 

Navajo 

Blanding,  Utah 


LINDA  KEE 

Navajo 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


CHERYL  TOLINE 


